
Glossory of Religion $ector Longuoge

Religion Seclor: The religion sector conlsins lhose

institutions composing lhe fromework for the people

cnd orgonizstions ossocicled wilh collective religious

ocliviiies. Some consider the religion sector, or certoin

religion sector orgonizotions, to be o port of ihe

brooder civic or nonprofii seclor.

Congregotions: Congregoiions ore lhe primory

institution of fhe religion secior. Congregolions afe

the membership ond the gothering poinfs for vqrious

religious denominolions. In mosl buf not oll cases'

congregotions ore led by cfelgy. In some insloncBs'
q boord of conglggonts shores in leodership

responsibilities.

In oddilion lo their respeciive denominotionqlbeliefs,

congregotions shore; I) the experience of colleclive

wsrship;2) common meeling space ond buifding(s);

3) frequent ond regulor gotherings for educotian,

sociql support ond fellowship; qnd more. Another

significont cspect of congregstions is theit locoiion in

neighborhoods throughoul fhe communiiy

Clergy: In mosi coses, individuol congregolions clre

led by one or more clergy who combine the role of

spiritual leader, chief monogemeni ond orgcnizotion
prcfessionol, ond denominoiional represenlofive.
"Clergy" is o generolly oppropriole ond inclusive word

thst designqfes religion sector leodership' However' it

is importont to emphasize lhsi nof oll denominstions
"ordoin" or otherwise designaie clergy of ony title.

Denominolionsl Institutions: Denominciional
institutions, someiimes referred to os judicolories'

tcke mcny forms snd rqnge from lhe fofmol to

fhe informsl. Their role ond impoct locolly con

vary depending on their respeclive strucfures ond

hierqrchies, their stoffing levels, qnd/or lhe noture of

their communicotion cnd infersctions wilh iheir locol

congregctions.

Denominqtionsl instituiions con provide locql officiqls

wiih informotion obout denominotionol structure

ond oppropricte clergy contqcts in the locsl areo'

on undersisnding of denominslionol ploclices, ond

woys to disseminoie informslion to denominotionol

clergy ond congregoiions. Even if o denominotion

hos lifile formql orgonizotion in on sres, informalion

moy be goined from o "leod" clergy identified by theit

seniorily or interest.

lnfer{qilh Collqboroiives: lnterfailh colloborotives
frequently result trom the colleclive efforts of o number
of clergy ond congregolions to support a community
octivity or service, or to odvoccle for s locol, state or
notionol issue. For instonce, o eollqboralive mov be ihe
result cf s desire to hosl c homeless shelter, promote

communily re-eniry, or sdvcnce immigrotion reform.
However, ihey rncy qlso oxisi for the primory purpose of
promoting mulii-foith relolionships ond understonding.

The $cope of these colloboratives moy be locol,
,regionol, stafe or nqtionol. Governonce struciure offen
involve represenlolives ol porticipoiing congregctions.
In some coses, they msy evolve to become sepsrole
eniilies with lorgely independent governing boords.

Foith-Based Orgonizations: Foilh-bosed orgonizotions
proloide specifie or o rqnge of socisl services, although
lheir mission mcy be shongly influenced by fhe religious
beliefs of ils founding snd/or coordinoiing bodies.
The orgonizofion moy be relsled lo o congregcfion or

denominctionot inslitution, on interfoith colloboralive,
or c community-based orgonizotion. They olso ccrn be
locolqffiliotes of c lcrger group. Some ore 501(cX3)
nonprofit orgonizotions; mosi hqve o boqrd of directors

ond ore monaged by on executive director snd
professionol sfsff. Fsith-bcsed orgonizotions hove been
the hisloric points of interaction for government ond

ofher nonprofits with the religion sector.

Local Glergy Associofions: Locol clergy cssociolions
ore lypically sd hoc groups of clergy within one or
more cities or ocross a county. Their purposes mcty

include colleogueship, communicotions, ond ihe

achievemeni of other common interests. In some
instonces there moy be more thon one ossociotion in

the scme orec wilh differenl memberships bosed on

denominoiions, on orientotion to community needs, or

culture. These ossociolions mov olso be known by oiher

nomes, such cs ministeriol ossccistions or ollicnces, or

clergy ccucuses.

Regionol Clergy Networks: Regionol clergy networl<s
ore professionql ond copacity-building ossociciions of

oll clergy (represenling all denorninqlions ond
congregsfions) orgcnized in specific geogrophic
qrecs. A regionol clergy network hcs formcl
orgcnlzolioncl slructure. Such networks promote ihe
greaiesi breqdth of clergy involvemenl with politiccl,

civic snd business leoders.
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